
 

 

Greetings, Grant Seekers, 

Welcome to the March 2018 Grant Opportunities Newsletter. In this issue, you'll find grant 

programs with March, April, May, and June deadlines. If you’re interested in applying, I’m here 

to help! Any MCPS employee can call on me for assistance with any educational grant project. 

In addition to this newsletter, my web site 

(http://www.mcps.org/departments/curriculum_pages/grants) offers information on grant seeking 

and links to assist you in funding source searches. 

Principals, please forward this newsletter to your staff, and please keep me informed about all 

grant seeking activities at your school so I can obtain School Board approval for any 

applications you submit, as required by Board Policy 3-3.11. The grant seeker or his/her 

principal should let me know about any proposals to be submitted so I can include them on the 

next school board agenda. All I need from you is a copy of the proposal and I will do the rest. 

Upcoming Grant Opportunities  

Grant Program: Rotary Environmental Awards from the Blacksburg Rotary Club 

Eligible Applicants: MCPS K-8 teachers 

Grant Amount: up to $125 

Deadline: March 16, 2018 

K-8 teachers can apply for up to $125 for projects that help students preserve and protect the 

environment. The Blacksburg Rotary Club plans to award funding to several MCPS teachers. 

The application has been created as a Google form that can be accessed here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrPRO5ocmA7_RDg5Tc08lpbhRBZogvmLXhG5

xAYgfq_Vo8tA/viewform 

  

Grant Program: Ezra Jack Keats Foundation Mini-Grants 

Eligible Applicants: Public schools, libraries, and pre-school programs 

Grant Amount: up to $500 

Deadline: March 31, 2018 

Public schools and libraries inspired children’s author Ezra Jack Keats to pursue his vocation as 

an artist. The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation created Mini-Grants to offer this experience to new 

generations. Awards of up to $500 are made for enriched learning experiences that foster 

creative expression, collaboration, and interaction with a diverse community. For more 

information and the application, visit: http://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/section/ezra-jack-keats-

mini-grant-program-for-public-libraries-public-schools/ 
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Grant Program: Snapdragon Book Foundation Grants 

Eligible Applicants: School libraries serving PreK–12 disadvantaged students 
Grant Amount: Grants typically range from $2,500 to $10,000 

Deadline: April 20, 2018 

Founded in 2008 by a former school librarian, this foundation exists to put school library books 

in the hands of disadvantaged children. At a time when many schools are reallocating funds to 

technology and audiovisual equipment, the foundation hopes to make sure that school libraries 

are also still offering children good books to read. For more information and the online 

application, visit: http://snapdragonbookfoundation.org/application/ 

Grant Program: Voya Unsung Heroes Grants 

Eligible Applicants: Any K-12 educators (teachers, administrators, staff) 

Grant Amount: $2,000+ (see below) 

Deadline: April 30, 2018 

Each year, VOYA Financial awards grants to 100 educators for class projects utilizing new 

techniques that improve learning. Projects are judged on creativity, innovative methods, and 

ability to positively influence students. One hundred finalists are selected to receive $2,000 

grants, with at least one award in each state. Three of those are chosen to receive the top awards 

of an additional $5,000, $10,000 and $25,000. For more information and the online application, 

visit: http://corporate.voya.com/corporate-responsibility/community-investment/childrens-

education/voya-unsung-heroes 

 

Grant Program: Toshiba America Foundation Grants for Grades 6-12 

Eligible Applicants: Grades 6-12 teachers  

Grant Amount: up to $5,000, more than $5,000 (see below) 

Next Deadline: Two cycles per year, next deadline May 1, 2018 

Toshiba America Foundation grants provide the materials teachers need to innovate in their math 

and science classrooms. TAF is interested in funding projects designed by teachers or small 

teams of teachers for use in their own schools. Grade 6-12 applications for $5,000 or less are 

accepted on a rolling basis throughout the year. Grant requests of more than $5,000 are accepted 

twice a year. For more information and the application, visit: http://www.toshiba.com/taf/612.jsp 

 

Grant Program: Dollar General Youth Literacy Grants 

Eligible Applicants: Public schools, libraries, and nonprofit organizations 

Grant Amount: up to $3,000 

Deadline: May 17, 2018 

Dollar General Youth Literacy Grants provide funding to help students who are below grade 

level or experiencing difficulty reading. Grant funding is provided to implement new literacy 

programs, to expand existing programs, to purchase new technology equipment to support 

literacy initiatives, or to purchase books, materials or software for literacy programs. For more 

information and the online application, visit: 

http://www2.dollargeneral.com/dgliteracy/Pages/grant_programs.aspx 
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Funding Source: NEA Foundation Grant Programs 

Eligible Applicants: Public school educators who are NEA members  

Grant Amount: up to $5,000 

Deadline: Three cycles per year, next deadline June 1, 2018 

The NEA Foundation offers two different teacher grant programs:  

 

Learning & Leadership Grants support one of the following purposes: Grants to Individuals 

fund participation in high-quality professional development experiences such as summer 

institutes or action research; Grants to Groups fund collegial study, action research, lesson study, 

or mentoring experiences. One-shot PD experiences, such as attending a conference or hiring a 

professional speaker, are discouraged. Preference is given to projects that incorporate STEM 

and/or global learning. Grants are $2,000 for individuals and $5,000 for groups. Funds may be 

used for fees, materials, and travel expenses. For more information and the application, visit: 

https://www.neafoundation.org/for-educators/learning-and-leadership-grants/ 

 

Student Achievement Grants support projects that engage students in critical thinking and 

problem solving, deepening their knowledge of standards-based subject matter. Grant amounts 

are $2,000 and $5,000. Funds may be used for resource materials, supplies, transportation, 

technology, or scholars-in-residence. For more information and the application, visit: 

https://www.neafoundation.org/for-educators/student-achievement-grants/ 
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